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On the one hand, we’ll educate. On the
other hand, we must inspire. And govern-
ments aren’t very good at inspiring. We’re
kind of bureaucracies. The way to inspire a
child is to convince somebody to be a men-
tor. The way to inspire somebody about
America and its future and hope is for some-
body to put an arm around a child and say,
‘‘I love you a lot. And America is meant for
you, as well as anybody else.’’

So we’re talking about education today,
but there’s a different kind of education that
our society must do, as well, and that’s the
education of helping somebody feel wanted.

First, our country must recognize there are
some who are being left behind, and we’ve
got to deal with it. That means more budgets,
but it also means standing on the side of
faith-based institutions who exist because
they’ve heard the call to love a neighbor like
they would like to be loved themselves and
rally the great compassion of America.

I called on corporate America when I was
at Notre Dame to do its job. I welcome cor-
porate America here, doing your job by pro-
viding these scholarships. It’s in your best in-
terest to do so. It’s also in our Nation’s best
interest that corporate America support
faith-based programs that teach people love
and compassion and hope.

Our country is a fabulous country. It is,
mainly, because the people are so great. And
our country is richer because of the Hispanic
influence. I know; I came from a State that
has a tremendous Hispanic influence. And
I know I shouldn’t say this: I happen to think
it’s the greatest State of all States, but partly
because of our history and tradition and rela-
tionships in the Hispanic community.

We are one Nation under God, which
means every child—every child—should be
viewed as a precious individual. Every child
should be educated, and no child should be
left behind. It is my honor to help kick off
your conference. I can’t thank you enough
for what you do. For those generous souls
who have contributed, thanks from the bot-
tom of our Nation’s heart. Keep doing it. And
for Sara, thank you very much for having me
a chance to come by.

God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:20 p.m. in the
Indian Treaty Room in the Dwight D. Eisenhower
Executive Office Building. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Sara Martinez Tucker, president and
chief executive officer, and Rudy M. Beserra,
chairman, board of directors, Hispanic Scholar-
ship Fund.
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Thank you, all. I now know why he’s a Bap-
tist preacher. [Laughter]

Thank you, Luis, and thank you, Jesse, and
thank you all for coming. Before I say a few
remarks, I want to introduce some folks. I
appreciate so very much the Members from
the United States Congress who are here:
Ileana and Lincoln and Henry from the great
State of Texas. Thank you so much for being
here. It’s a sign of unity that you’re here,
and I look forward to working with you to
get the legislation through.

I reached into Philadelphia to ask a man
to run the Office of the Faith-Based Initia-
tive. Fortunately, John DiIulio, who is one
of the advanced thinkers about how to help
people, how the Nation should eradicate pov-
erty, has joined my staff. What we’re about
to talk about is an incredibly serious effort
to make sure that the American promise ex-
tends its reach in every neighborhood. And
John is leading the office, and for that I am
most grateful, John. Thank you very much.
And Lisa Trevino Cummins is helping John,
as well.

This is an important part of my administra-
tion, because I want the great hope of Amer-
ica to be existent in every household in our
country. I worry about a society that could
become divided between those who have and
those who don’t. I’m concerned about the
fact that certain children are being left be-
hind in America.

My vision includes everybody. It’s de-
scribed as compassionate conservatism, but
I emphasize the compassion. The problem
is Government is not a very compassionate
organization. We can fund—and we
should—budgets; there is a lot of talk about
budgets. We’ve submitted budgets that in-
crease spending on social services. We’ve got
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what’s called a compassion fund, that
matches—a $500 million fund that will en-
courage faith-based initiatives throughout
the country.

But the dilemma and the problem in the
past has been that somewhere along the line
everybody thought Government could make
people love one another. And that’s not the
way it works. And if part of the future of
the country is to love a neighbor like you
would like to be loved yourself, it seems to
follow, then, our Government must welcome,
not discriminate against, faith-based organi-
zations who are providing that.

I hope the Congress does not get caught
up in the stale, old process argument of the
legalisms involved with encouraging organi-
zations of faith to help people in need. Be-
cause, as Luis mentioned, there is precedent:
We fund religious hospitals through Medi-
care and Medicaid; there is scholarship
money for children to use at religious institu-
tions. Why does it not follow, I asked the
Congress and those folks who were elected,
that we not allow faith-based programs to
compete for taxpayers’ money if the services
they provide are necessary and the results
are positive? The argument is, ‘‘Let us focus
on the process.’’ We’re saying, ‘‘Let us focus
on the results.’’

The way I like to put it—I gave a speech
at Notre Dame last Sunday. It was a speech
that said—it started with talking about Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson’s speech at the Univer-
sity of Texas kicking off the War on Poverty.
It recognized that that War on Poverty had
some positive effects. It also recognized,
though, it had created a dependency on Gov-
ernment. It had a perverse effect.

So then the welfare law came along in
1996, signed by my predecessor—it had bi-
partisan support—that tried to address the
concept of dependency upon Government.
But we need to take it a step further, because
there are still people who hurt and people
whose lives are affected, people whose hearts
need mending. Government must be active
to fund the services but humble to recognize
the power of neighborhood healers and help-
ers, humble to step aside when somebody
can do a better job.

I’ve been so impressed by the faith-based
leaders I’ve met all around our country, be-

cause there is a genuine commitment to the
poor and the disadvantaged. And that’s a
commitment that we must channel and a
commitment we must harvest. I used to say
in the campaign, I look forward to rallying
the soldiers and the armies of compassion.
And I mean that.

Our Nation is so unique in this way: We
are a Nation of people who have heard a call
to love a neighbor. We really are. I was shar-
ing with the good leaders that came to visit
me about the fact that everywhere I go peo-
ple say, ‘‘Mr. President, I’m praying for you.’’
They’re not saying it’s a Democrat prayer or
a Republican prayer. [Laughter] It’s just
prayer. [Laughter]

It reminds me on a daily basis about the
great hope and promise of America. It also
reminds me how lucky I am to be the Presi-
dent of a great land, where people truly care
about our country. It also reminds me about
what Government ought to do: We ought to
set money out there to encourage faith-based
initiatives.

At the same time, we must never be so
arrogant as to say, ‘‘You can’t fulfill your mis-
sion if you access Federal money. Therefore,
you have to change the entire mission of why
you exist.’’ I understand the frustrations with
some in the faith-based community and the
nervousness as they approach this issue. They
say to themselves, ‘‘Why would I want to ac-
cess Federal money if the Federal Govern-
ment then tries to take away my mission, to
take the cross off the wall or the Star of David
off the wall? Why would I want to interface
with a Government that’s going to say, ‘We’ll
reluctantly give you money, and then force
you to change your calling?’ ’’

Well, I can understand that. And one of
our commitments is that we will work tire-
lessly to make sure that bureaucracies don’t
stifle the very reason you exist in the first
place and the power of your ministries, which
is faith—which is faith.

And so my message to you is, thanks for
what you’re doing. You’ll have a friend and
an advocate in this administration that
marches side by side—side by side—that we
will do our very level best to make sure that
the bureaucratic obstacles are cleared and
that people in need are able to get help.
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In the course of the campaign, I’ve tried
to explain what a faith-based initiative meant
to many members of the press that followed
me and, of course, many citizens. I’ll never
forget going to Colfax, Iowa, for a teen chal-
lenge program. You know, sometimes people
accuse me of not being very articulate.
[Laughter] English is my second language.
[Laughter] But there was nothing more ar-
ticulate than seeing a person who had been
hooked on serious drugs stand up and explain
to the Nation—at least those willing to lis-
ten—how he kicked drugs because faith had
entered into his life.

It’s hard to measure that. There is no for-
mula for that. You can’t write a regulation
or a bureaucratic rule that suggests that that
happened. But what Government can do is
recognize its limitations and, more signifi-
cantly, recognize the power of faith in our
society. And that’s what this initiative does.
We don’t pick religions. We don’t fund reli-
gion. But we welcome the soldiers of the ar-
mies of compassion.

And to you soldiers, thank you so much
for being here. Thank you for caring about
our great land, and thank you for the service
you provide on a daily basis.

God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:40 p.m. in Presi-
dential Hall in the Dwight D. Eisenhower Execu-
tive Office Building. In his remarks, he referred
to Rev. Dr. Jesse Miranda, president, Alianza de
Ministerios Evangélicos Nacionales (AMEN), and
Rev. Luis Cortes, president, Nueva Esperanza and
chairman, National Hispanic Religious Partner-
ship.

Proclamation 7443—National
Hurricane Awareness Week, 2001
May 22, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
One of the most dramatic, damaging, and

potentially deadly weather events is a hurri-
cane. Each year on average, six hurricanes
develop over the Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean
Sea, or Gulf of Mexico. Many of these remain
over the ocean with little or no impact on

the continental United States. Unfortunately,
though, on average five hurricanes strike the
United States coastline every 3 years. These
storms can cause significant damage that can
cost individuals, businesses, and government
billions of dollars. Worst of all, however, is
the loss that can never be recovered: human
life.

Currently more than 48 million people live
along hurricane-prone coastlines in the
United States. The growing number of resi-
dents living in these areas, as well as the mil-
lions of tourists who visit our Nation’s beach-
es annually, has increased the difficulties in
evacuating people from areas that are threat-
ened by an impending hurricane. This prob-
lem is further compounded by the fact that
a large majority of people living in these areas
have never experienced the force of a major
hurricane and its devastating impact.

Increasingly, many Americans have begun
working to ensure that commonsense meas-
ures are implemented to protect themselves
and their property from natural disasters in-
cluding floods, tornadoes, and earthquakes.
Their foresight, hard work, and respect for
the awesome power of nature often yields
great benefits for their communities. They
are to be commended for this preventive
work, and we should learn from their exam-
ple as we plan for future disasters.

All Americans must be more vigilant about
preparing for disasters in advance, rather
than just responding to them after they
occur. Specific actions can be taken in ad-
vance of a storm that will further protect
property, help to ensure that businesses are
able to resume work quickly after a storm,
and ultimately save lives. In addition, the
Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) estimates that for every dollar spent
in damage prevention, two are saved in re-
pairs.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s (NOAA) researchers and
forecasters continue to improve the accuracy
of hurricane warnings that enable residents
to evacuate and emergency personnel to ef-
fectively respond well in advance of the
storm’s arrival. In addition, FEMA and
NOAA have focused their resources toward
encouraging community leaders to work with
Federal, State, and local agencies, as well as
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